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This thesis examines the trends in the societal factors
that influence adolescent parenting in the African American
community. Analysis of the existing data showed a clear
increase in adolescent parenting with a decline of societal
intervention and involvement, particularly during the late
teen years. Post analytical conclusions suggest an urgent
need for familial guidance and community-based programs
beginning with preteen adolescents. Additional investigation
is warranted due to the lack of data provided on African
American adolescent fathers, and other societal factors that
influence African American adolescent mothers.
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Adolescent parenting in the African American community
is a growing phenomenon, which is rightfully cause for great
attention and concern (Child Trends, 1991). This thesis
examines existing sources on the evolution and implications of
adolescent pregnancy and parenting in the African American
community. Examining the evolution of this phenomenon can be
accomplished by studying, through existing literature, factors
which may influence the problem. Such factors include family,
schools, government, churches, and overall environment.
Studying these factors can prove useful as a means to suggest
viable solutions to the problem.
Statement of the Problem
Through the examination of various statistical data which
span a period of 10 years, it is possible to clarify origins
of many societal ills which plague adolescent parents. One of
the most chronicled changes over time is the family structure.
There are many different types of family structures, each
unique in its own way. Due to the rise in single female-
headed households, economic disenfranchisement and a decrease
in the traditional extended family unit, child-bearing at an
unprepared stage in life could prove to be a negative
determinant of a young person's future.
At a time when two parent families struggle to make a
living and rear children, adolescent parenting in the African
American community has risen sharply in recent years. The
African adage, "It takes a whole village to raise a child,11
could very well explain what the fundamental problem is and
how we have arrived at such a phenomenon. The problem is not
that suddenly we have adolescent parents. Instead, the
institutions that historically took responsibility for the
upbringing of a young adult have become displaced.
Specifically, where do the parents, extended family members,
churches, schools, and government fit into the scheme of
adolescent parenting in the African American community?
There are various problems which come about as a result
of adolescent parenting, particularly in the African American
community. The threat of poverty in the instance of
adolescent parenting is great; however, poverty is not the
only important factor. A healthy well-rounded environment in
which a child can grow is also very important. Educational
attainment is one of the most important goals which is often
unmet after an adolescent becomes a parent. Through examining
factors which have an impact on the lives of adolescent
parents, conclusions can be drawn as to how adolescent




African American Adolescent Mothers and Pregnancy
Adolescents at Risk
Adolescent childbearing and parenthood in the African
American community have recently become cause for alarm.
Early dating and steady relationships can be blamed for the
premature onset of sexual activity. For African American
adolescent females, their sexual activity tends to be
acceptable and with one partner [sic] (Moore, Simms and
Betsey, 1986). As a result, in the U.S., the percent of
births out of wedlock to African American females under the
age of 20 was 64% of all teen births in 1970 and grew to 91%
in 1988 (Child Trends Inc., 1991). These statistics clearly
show that in almost 20 years the problem has nearly doubled.
The number of African American births is disproportionately
high in relation to the total population (Moore, Simms, and
Betsey, 1986). One reason for the high proportion of unwed
adolescent births is that adolescent women are not getting
married as young as they did in earlier times. It was
formerly that a majority of adolescent women who gave birth
were already married. That is no longer the case. But the
major factor is changing norms of sexual behavior and the
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failure to use contraceptive practices (Billingsley, 1993).
The six states with the highest birthrates in 1985 were
Georgia (tied with New Mexico), Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas and
Mississippi. In that same year the state with the highest
birth rate among African American adolescents was Wisconsin at
57.8%. Obviously teens in the southern region had the highest
birth rates (Child Trends Inc., 1991). On the other end of
the spectrum, the states with the lowest teen birthrates were
Connecticut, (tied with Iowa), New Hampshire, and
Massachusetts (tied with Minnesota).
Within the African American community, young ladies
between the ages of 12 and 19 are at risk. According to JoAnn
Guernsey (1989), the following are some shocking statistics:
1. Four out of ten girls who are now 14 years old will become
pregnant while they are still teens
2. It is an estimation that every two minutes a teenage girl
has a baby
3. In the average high school gym class of fifty girls, about
five of them will get pregnant this year
5. As many as 90% of teen pregnancies occur during the first
year of sex and 20% during the first month.
Myths and Misconceptions
Part of the problem of adolescent parenting stems from
the fact that girls menstruate at age 12, whereas 100 years
ago it used to be age 15. Another part of the problem is that
many adolescents are simply misinformed (Hyde, 1988). For
example, the following are incorrect methods adolescents use
to avoid pregnancy: (Hyde, 1988).
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1. Douching with a cola or soda
2. Standing while having intercourse
3. Having sex infrequently
4. Having sex when menstruating
5. Avoiding sex at the time of ovulation
6. Withdrawing the penis before climax
7. Urinating after intercourse
8. Taking a birth control pill before sex
9. Using a vaginal hygiene spray before or after sex
With such misinformation there is no wonder why so many
unplanned pregnancies occur. When adolescents do use birth
control, they tend to use the least effective methods, such as
withdrawal (Zelmik and Kantner, 1980) . Only 31% of African
American adolescents indicated that they had consistently used
contraception, according to a national survey. The debate
over whether to issue condoms to adolescents in school is
ongoing, even with the onset of AIDS. Some professionals and
parents disapprove of contraceptive availability for
adolescents, believing that it gives implicit approval to
sexual activity among teens and will increase the numbers of
teens who are sexually active (Moore, Simms, and Betsey,
1986) .
Perceived societal norms also play a great role in
adolescents' attitudes toward being sexually active, becoming
pregnant, and childrearing at an early age. Certainly society
glorifies sexuality, bombarding adolescents at every turn with
sexual stimuli. Television, records, books and radio
constantly cover the themes of sexuality, premarital sex, and
extramarital sex (Ooms, 1984). Peer pressure has grown over
the years in magnitude, whereas parent pressure was formerly
the leading decision maker for adolescents.
From a different perspective, Abernathy (1974) has
suggested that the pregnant adolescent suffers from a chronic
low self-esteem level which has been compensated by sex.
Abernathy also states that the adolescent may be legitimizing
herself as a woman by getting pregnant.
Adoption
Historically, most unmarried African American mothers
have kept and raised their children. Although there are no
reliable national data on the frequency with which mothers
relinquish their babies for adoption, it is generally accepted
that most unmarried women who carry their pregnancies to term
do keep and raise the child themselves regardless of their
race (Moore, Simms and Betsey, 1986) . The fact that most
adoptions are confidential may explain why the demographics on
the subject are not readily available. Statistics available
in the literature reviewed tends to be quite general. For
example, out of every 100 babies born to American teens each
year, fewer than five are given up for adoption (Guernsey,
1989) .
Abortion
The subject of abortion plays such a prominent role in
the demographics of adolescent pregnancy because it determines
whether the statistics will reflect pregnancies or births.
Abortion is the most common surgical procedure in the U.S. It
was made legal for everyone in the U.S. in 1973, when the
Supreme Court established that any woman and her physician
were free to choose this procedure in the first trimester or
13 weeks of pregnancy. Before 1973, many women had illegal
abortions in unsanitary conditions by untrained men and women,
and in many cases they suffered and died. Each year nearly
40% of a million teen pregnancies end in abortion (Hyde,
1988) .
The abortion rate increased 2% between 1980 and 1985 from
a rate of 43 abortions per 1,000 females 15-19 years old in
1980 to 44 abortions per 1,000 females in 1985. The age group
of 15 and under is the only group that increased in 1985 from
1980 (Child Trends Inc., 1991).
Of pregnancies among 15-19 year olds ending in abortion,
35% were African American teens and 40.3% were White (Hacker,
1987). According to Donna Lueker (1990), of all the
pregnancies in New York, 18.7% ended in abortion for African
American teens and 14.0% for White teens. These figures can
in no way be reflective of the entire country, because they
ranked 2nd in the U.S. in abortions. Also in 1985, more than
half (55%) of the teen pregnancies in N.Y. ended in abortion.
California has the highest number of abortions among teens.
Utah ranked the lowest in teen abortions with 20% (Child
Trends Inc., 1991). It is hard to get a clear race specific
picture of teen abortion's state by state. It is apparent by
the foregoing that abortion is a popular alternative that
almost half of the pregnant teens utilize.
Single Female-Headed Households
Single parenting in this country has reached epidemic
proportions. In the African American community 62% of all
children live in a single parent household (Kunjufu, 1986).
The onset of this problem induced other ills such as low
income and high poverty rates in many instances. Single
headed households are disproportionately dependent on welfare
and are less likely to receive support from absent fathers
(Simms, 1986). As a result, African American children are
more likely to grow up in a single-parent home. In 1982, only
42% of African American children under age 18 were living with
two parents (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1983).
According to Kunjufu (1986), the five major problems of
single parenting are: the lack of time, lack of money, a sense
of loneliness, children's acceptance of the situation, and the
missing role model, which in 90% of the time will be male.
However, this does not mean that single parent families are
without family relationships; they may have strong family
ties, relationships, and responsibilities without living in
the same household (Billingsley, 1993).
The financial implications brought on by single parenting
in many cases are unfavorable. In 1983 the median income of
African American families headed by women was only $7,999. In
addition to the earnings of the mother and government
assistance, women and children have another potential source
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of economic support: the fathers of the children. The
recently implemented child support enforcement legislation
places more responsibility on fathers to support their
children. In 1982, only 59% of all women with children and no
husband present had voluntary or court-ordered agreements for
child support. Less than one-half of these women (47%)
actually received the full award ordered by the court. The
economic conditions of these families improve if the woman is
able to work full-time, year-round. Those families with heads
under the age of 24 had a poverty rate of 84% in 1983 in
contrast to a rate of 51% for those African American families
headed by women between the ages of 35 and 44 (Simms, 1986).
Since the economic and social constraints that encumber
African American families are unlikely to disappear overnight,
it seems important to examine those factors in the family and
the community that enhance the functioning of African American
families and build on them (Moore, Simms and Betsey, 1986).
African American Adolescent Fathers
Adolescents at Risk
When researching the topic of adolescent pregnancy and
parenting, one must search diligently in order to find
literature about adolescent fathers. The existing research
does not readily cover the fathers as it does the mothers,
much less cover the African American adolescent fathers. One
criticism of the literature available is that the information
reported needs to be gathered from the father himself, not
from secondary sources (Jones, Roland and White, 1989).
Surprisingly, the incidence of teenage fatherhood is not
as widespread as that of adolescent motherhood since nearly
half (47%) of the babies born to adolescent females have
fathers who are 20 years old or older (Sonenstein, 1986).
Adolescent males are partly responsible for 1.1 million
unintentional adolescent pregnancies each year (Barret and
Robinson, 1985). The statistical breakdown of those fathers
over age 20 was not given. Information on the age of the
father is missing from 38% of birth certificates for children
born to women 19 years old and younger. Furthermore, 65% of
birth certificates for non-marital births to women younger
than 20 do not provide information about the father (Smollar
and Ooms, 1987).
Younger rather than older males were reported to be more
involved with their children. Perhaps this discrepancy is
attributable to the fact that older absent fathers were more
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likely to have other children, as opposed to a first born
child. Also African American mothers reported higher amounts
of father participation (Danziger and Radin, 1990).
African American males become more sexually active at an
early age, have less access to birth control information and
have fewer social opportunities and alternatives than their
male counterparts1 twenty to thirty years ago. As a result of
this they are also more likely to become fathers in their
earlier teen years (Robinson, 1988).
Myths and Misconceptions
According to Lindsey (1988), there are two kinds of
fathers - presumed and alleged. Perhaps that is why only
25.5% of African American females receive child support from
fathers.
According to Robinson (1986), there are several myths and
stereotypes which teen fathers are associated with, including
the following: (1) Super stud myth - he is worldly and wise
and knows more about sex and sexuality than most teenage boys.
(2) Don Juan myth - he sexually exploits unsuspecting and
helpless adolescent females by taking advantage of them. (3)
Macho myth - he feels psychologically inadequate, has no inner
control and unlike other adolescent boys his age, has a
psychological need to prove his masculinity. (4) Mr. Cool
myth - he usually has a fleeting, casual relationship with the
young mother and has few emotional feelings about the
pregnancy. (5) Phantom Father myth - absent and rarely
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involved in the support and rearing of his children, he leaves
his partner and offspring to fend for themselves. Because of
these myths, many fathers are ostracized from their children.
Other fathers choose to ignore their responsibility using the
excuse of youthful ignorance.
Other reasons which African American fathers gave for
their untimely fatherhood were lack of counseling about
relationships and lack of an education (Hendricks, 1983).
Another critical point to be raised is the fact that often the
sources of their sex education are unreliable at best. It was
suggested throughout the literature that places where these
teens spend their extra time, such as pool halls, basketball
courts and recreation centers should have counselors who could
teach them about sex education, fathers1 rights, the role of
the father and consumer education. The hope is that these
topics would be of assistance in their decision making and at
the same time not be threatening information coming from
families and reliable sources.
One of the most important determinants of the future of
the African American adolescent family unit is the
relationship between the parents. A primary reason why
African American fathers are omitted from most previous
studies is because of the matriarchal hypothesis.
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Responsible Adolescent Fathers
Since the African American community is largely run by
female-headed households, it is assumed that African American
males are either absent from these relationships, or if
present they are only tangentially involved in the lives of
these African American families (Franklin, 1989). When asked
to describe the relationship between themselves and the young
mothers both before and after the pregnancy, fathers were more
likely to report that it was one of love, and 94-100%
expressed an interest in their children's future (Hendricks
and Solomon, 1989). The attitude of the father is directly
correlated with his involvement with the child. Adolescent
fathers with conservative attitudes toward sexuality were less
likely to be involved in the parenting of their child (Offer
et al, 1981). Adolescent fathers who are comfortable with
their sexuality are more likely to take responsibility for
sexual behavior than are those who are uncomfortable with
their sexuality (Teri and Lamb, 1986).
In contrast to teen mothers only half of the teen fathers
have contact with their children in the first two years after
the birth and a smaller percentage maintain contact after the
second year (Jones, Roland and White, 1989). Nevertheless,
several scholars already have suggested that African American
men are quite competent parents (McAdoo, 1988) and they are
involved in the racial socialization of their children
(Thornton, Chatters, Taylor and Allen, 1990) . A more positive
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note concerning fathers is that nearly 3% of all African
American families are headed by single men (Billingsley,
1993).
14
Impact of Parents on African American Adolescent Pregnancy
and Parenting
In most of the literature, it is implied that the problem
of adolescent pregnancy is greatly influenced by the breakdown
in mother-daughter communications. It was stated earlier in
this thesis that a great majority of these pregnant
adolescents came from female-headed households. This confirms
previous research showing that young women brought up by
female-headed households are less favorably disposed to
traditional patterns of family structure (Mayfield, 1991).
Table 1 represents some characteristics of the teenagers1
family of origin. The table gives an overall view of the
parents1 history of marital, financial, labor and educational
status. According to Table 1, 85% of African American
adolescents who are pregnant live with their mothers. Ten
percent of these teens live with neither parent. The majority
of the parents were either widowed, divorced or separated.
Sixty-three percent of the families taking care of these
pregnant adolescents were receiving government assistance of
some sort. The educational attainment of these parents was
below the 12th grade, with only 1% going beyond high school.
And finally 50% of these parents had spent no time in the
labor force in the past three years. These statistics do, in
fact, reflect the trends which plague African American
adolescent parents.
In reviewing the literature it was clear that most
mothers of pregnant adolescents who were pregnant themselves
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at an early age, did not want their daughters to be exposed to
the same hardships they experienced. However, the efforts of
these mothers were not enough to change the future. The
father of the pregnant adolescent, once again has been omitted
from the literature.
TABLE I
Family Background Data by Race and Parenting Status
A. Relationship between parent and





B. Parents' marital status
married, living with spouse 26%
widowed, divorced, separated 63
never married 11
C. Percent of family receiving AFDC 63%
D. Parents' education





beyond high school 1
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TABLE I - CONTINUED
E. Parents' time in labor force for
past 3 years.
all of the time 22%
most of the time 8
some of the time 20
none of the time 50
* Source: Lorraine Mayfield, The Black Family (Wadsworth
Publishing, 1991).
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interaction Between African American Adolescent
Mothers and Fathers
Although many African American adolescents are parents
before their 19th birthday, they may not be prepared mentally
or financially to be married. However, this argument could be
made about adolescent parenting as well. Nevertheless, many
teens opt to stay single. By 1982, 87% of the births to
African American adolescents were out-of-wedlock. Research
shows that generally marriage is uncommon among teens under
age 18, regardless of race (Moore, Simms and Betsey, 1986).
Marriage is highly valued in the general culture and in
Judea-Christian tradition, and there is good reason to suggest
that African Americans share in this general cultural value.
One piece of evidence is that young people intend to marry,
regardless of race. However, due to changes in cultural and
economic trends, African American youths are slightly more
likely to postpone marriage or plan to never marry (Simms,
1987). The increase in births outside marriage may reflect,
in part, a more accepting attitude toward sexual activity
outside marriage (Ooms, 1984).
As discussed in the section on parents of pregnant
adolescents, many adolescents at the time of pregnancy do not
have the option of marriage. According to Christmon (1990),
African American adolescent fathers may not be eguipped with
the coping abilities needed to handle interpersonal
relationships. That may be attributed to the fact that many
do not marry the mothers of their children.
18
The percent of African American adolescents who have
never been married is shown in Table 2. In 1982 the numbers
were relatively close regardless of the age group. An
overwhelming majority had not been married.
Table II
Percent Never Married, by Age and Sex in 1982
Age
15 - 17 18 - 19
African American Males 99.6% 98.7%
African American Females .... 98.8 96.0
* Source: Kristin A. Moore, Choice and Circumstance
(Transaction Publishers, 1986).
Another factor which may hinder marriage among African
American adolescent parents is economic status. Whether it is
a young couple faced with a premarital pregnancy but lacking
job prospects or a married couple faced with repeated spells
of unemployment, not having earnings to rely on undercuts the
ability of African Americans to form and maintain marriages
(Moore, Simms, and Betsey, 1986). Research has shown that the
greater the economic security the more active the father
becomes in his involvement with the mother of his child and
the child him/herself (Cazenave, 1983). African American
females are more oriented toward employment, and this may make
them less disposed toward marriage. There are reports that
marriages occur somewhat earlier for these women if their
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income is relatively high (Kenkel, 1981).
The argument of sex ratio is often a large part of the
marriage discussion. Are African American males in relatively
short supply? Underenumeration of young minority males
represents a problem in assessing this situation. Table 3
illustrates the sex ratio in 1981. This table clearly shows
a shortage of African American males at varying degrees by
age. Table 4 shows' the marital opportunities of African
American females in 1985 and 1990. These data illustrate a
dramatic shortage of African American males. Much of the
shortfall is probably a product of underenumeration (Moore,
Simms and Betsey, 1986).
Table III
Sex Ratio (number of males per 100 females), 1981






















Marital Opportunities of African American Women
by age in 1985 and 1990





* Source: Lorraine A. Moore, Choice and Circumstance
(Transaction Publishers, 1986).
The mental welfare of the children of African American
adolescents weighs heavily on the relationship between the
mother and the father. A recent study indicated that the
preschool aged children of adolescent mothers obtained higher
scores on achievement tests when they saw their fathers
regularly. The benefits of paternal participation in
childrearing from adolescent fathers have been well
established in the developmental literature (Danziger and
Radin, 1990). Still many African American adolescent fathers
do not interact regularly with their children. Data from a
1981 National Survey of Children documents that almost half of
the children in these families had not seen their fathers at
all in the previous year and only one-sixth of them saw him as
often as once a week (Furstenberg, 1988).
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Impact of Adolescent Parenting on Educational Attainment and
Socioeconomic Status
One of the foremost determinants of a young persons1
future is their education. Unfortunately, many teens who
become pregnant or father a child have poor learning skills,
before the pregnancy occurs. It is thought that educational
expectations are strongly associated with sexual activity.
For example, teens with high grades are less likely to become
sexually active, and those who are sexually active tend to use
contraceptives (Jones et al, 1989) . Pregnancy was the reason
most frequently cited for dropping out of school for black
students (Moore, Simms and Betsey, 1986) . This is very
unfortunate because the one thing that could change the
possible success of a pregnant teen's future is an education.
The issue of adolescent fathers and education was covered in
terms of negative ramifications for early parenthood, just as
with their female counterparts. Limited coping skills,
insufficiency of adequate male role models and the prospect of
unemployment or underemployment are factors that influence
dropout rates among African American males (Morehouse Research
Institute, 1993).
Table 5 illustrates the educational experiences and
aspirations for adolescent mothers. The table shows that high
school is normally the extent to which African American
adolescent mothers get an education. However, these young
ladies have high aspirations for their future educational
attainment.
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According to Margaret Simms (1986), a young lady's
decisions with regard to sex and birth control is affected by
her educational aspirations and expectations and that:
1. A girl with high ambition and high opportunity will be
highly motivated to postpone sex and/or avoid pregnancy
2. A girl with high ambition and low opportunity or low
ambition but high opportunity may not be as highly
motivated
3. A girl with low ambition and low opportunity will have
little or no incentive to postpone sex or pregnancy
TABLE V










TABLE V - CONTINUED
Plans to return to school 73%
Education desired
less than high school 5%




* Source: Lorraine P. Mayfield, The Black Family. (Wadsworth
Publishing , 1991).
According to Guernsey (1989) , among teen mothers aged 15
and younger only about 10% graduate from high school. About
20% graduate when they have babies while they are between the
ages of 15 and 18. The attractiveness of the welfare option
is affected, in theory, by the size of the welfare benefit, as
well as by the attractiveness of the woman's alternatives, for
example, the wage that she could earn in the labor market.
(Moore and Burt, 1982).
Socio-economic Status
Education and socioeconomic status are positively related
as it pertains to African American adolescent mothers, because
the absence of education only hinders socioeconomic growth.
The majority, 85%, of African American adolescent mothers,
live in poverty (Children's Defense Fund Report, 1991).
Partly because of lower educational status, adolescent mothers
have jobs that pay less than the jobs obtained by women who
delay their childbearing (Card and Wise, 1978). Out of every
100 mothers 15-17 years old, 90 are underemployed and 72
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receive welfare (Guernsey, 1987). Tables 6 and 7 illustrate
the number of teens receiving some sort of financial help.
Table 6 shows that a majority of African American adolescent
mothers are receiving some sort of government assistance.
Table 7 shows that the majority of adolescent mothers in this
survey were not receiving support from their family, and a

















TABLE VII - CONTINUED
Percentage of teens receiving







* Source: Lorraine P. Mayfield, The Black Family (Wadsworth
Publishing, 1991).
According to Willie (1970), early betrothal and
fertile parenthood are irreversible phenomena that problem
families cannot outgrow. Although younger than stable
parents, it would appear that two and single parent families
are developing along separate career lines and that increasing
age will not necessarily bring one family type to the
stability experienced by the other.
Socio-economically the African American adolescent
fathers were over represented in blue collar jobs and under
represented in the professions, reflecting the differences in
educational attainment (Jones, Roland and White, 1989). When
asked about priorities, African American male parents said,
employment, job skills training, housing, GED preparation,
entry back into public schools and entry into alternative
educational settings (Hendricks and Solomon, 1989).
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Traditional Theories and the Evolution
of the African American Family
Too often professionals tend to perceive African American
families in need as dysfunctional if the families deviate too
far from the traditional western, middle class, male dominated
pattern ideally consisting of an employed husband, wife at
home and their biological children (Battle and Battle, 1989).
Many classical African American theorists clearly saw
diversity in the African American family even from the days
when African Americans were still known as Negroes. In Shadow
of the Plantation. Charles S. Johnson wrote of the various
types of family structures in the rural south including: 1.
Stable old friends - a two parent household that are usually
land owners and have strong traditions and family ties 2.
Strong maternal dominance - where a husband is present, but
mother dominates, they have strong convictions about morality
and respectability 3. Female heads of assemblage families -
headed by elderly women who are rearing a large number of
adopted children or grandchildren 4. Male head of transient
families - families in which the male remains constant, but
have a secession of wives and their children 5. Stable
nonlegal unions - man and woman contribute with a resemblance
of a family and stability 6. Disorganized legal union -
families in which wives remain at home and the husband
provides a living for the family in the city 7. Stable
families with advanced standards - have adopted patterns and
social codes of other communities, but are in constant
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conflict with dominant patterns of Negro and White local
communities. They represent the educated and property owners.
Johnson also spoke of characteristics which express the
conditions and processes that led the development of stable
families, and they are as follows: 1. large family size 2.
acquisition of inheritance 3. attainment of a high
educational level 4. strong family affection and commitment
5. parental encouragement of late marriages 6. work relations
of parent and children 7. strong kinship bonds (evident by
informal adoption) 8. strong conviction for morality and
respectability 9. strong family traditions of stable families
10. parental achievement and work training in the home.
The Philadelphia Negro by W.E.B. Dubois, was not only
the first important sociological study of the African American
in the U.S., but it also outlined four distinct classes
including; upper, lower, middle and criminal. Negroes who
lived in Philadelphia at that time were migrants from the
south. These families were primarily matriarchal in the sense
that the mother and or grandmother led the family.
Also, in the tradition of great African American
sociologists studying the Black family was E.F. Frazier. In
The Negro Family in the U.S. he spoke of 2 types of families
which emerged out of slavery. First is the matriarchal
family. In this family the mother or grandmother runs the
household. Most often they are not property owners. Frazier
indicates that these households were run by lower class
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females. It was dominant in rural areas. The second type of
family discussed was the two parent family. Most of the time
they were landowners. The economic and social structure
shaped the African American family.
A contemporary African American sociologist, Andrew
Billingsley, presents his view of the African American family
in Black families in White America. In Table 8 Billingsley
describes the Negro family structures as follows: Type 1 is
the nuclear family, type 2 is the extended family and type 3
is the augmented family. According to Billingsley (1968),
whatever ails the Negro family is a reflection of ailments in
the society at large. The cure for those ills, therefore is




I. Incipient Nuclear Family - consists of husband and wife
II. Simple Nuclear Family - consists of husband, wife and
children
III. Attenuated Nuclear Family - consists of single parent
and children
Extended Families
IV. Incipient Extended Family - consists of husband, wife
and other relatives
V. Simple Extended Family - consists of husband, wife,
children and other relatives
VI. Attenuated Extended Family - consists of single parent,
children and other relatives
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Table VIII - CONTINUED
Augmented Families
VII. Incipient Augmented Family - consists of husband, wife,
and non-relatives
VIII. Incipient Extended Augmented Family - consists of
husband, wife, other relatives and non-relatives
IX. Nuclear Augmented Family - consists of husband, wife,
children and non-relatives
X. Nuclear Extended Augmented Family - consists of
husband, wife, children, other relatives and
non-relatives
XI. Attenuated Augmented Family - consists of single
parent, children and non-relatives
XII. Attenuated Extended Augmented Family - consists of
single parent, children, other relatives and
non-relatives
* Source: Dr. Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White
America. (Prentice Hall, 1968).
Many African American sociologists spoke of these
diverse family structures as a celebration of family life. On
the other hand Daniel Patrick Moynihan could only find
negative things to report on the Negro Family. Almost every
aspect of Negro family life was described in a degrading
manner. His major thesis was that in comparison to the White
family unit, the Negro family unit was highly unstable. To
illustrate the negativity of this report, the following
statistics were presented: (1) percent of non-white married
women with husbands absent due to separation and other
reasons, 1960 (2) rates of illegitimate births to all live
births, non-white, by city 1929 and 1950 (3) children on AFDC
with fathers absent compared to all children on AFDC (4)
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percent of Negro families with female heads by region and
area, 1960 (5) percent of non-white married women with
husbands absent and unemployment rates of non-white males aged
14 and over (6) median I.Q. scores for central Harlem and
N.Y. city pupils compared to national norms (7) the rejection
rates for failure to pass the armed forces mental test, by
color (8) habitual narcotics use cases and rate per 10,000
population for central Harlem and N.Y. city 1955-1961. These
do not even represent half of the very negative statistics
which Moynihan used to compile his report. Needless to say,
Moynihan came under fire for his views. There was no dispute
over the clarity of the information presented. The
interpretation of the information that followed, caused the
controversy. Reviewing trends from 1940 to 1960, Moynihan
already expressed concern about the fact that African American
women were having babies at younger ages, but the problem then
was still of modest dimension. It was not until the sixties
and seventies that teenage pregnancy grew to enormous
proportions. (Zelmik and Kanter, 1980). It is urgent that the
efforts to postpone teenage sexual activity succeed if society
is to avoid the heavy costs of teenage childbearing and the
even heavier costs to the teenager, her child and the African
American community.
According to Hill (1972), most discussions of Black
families tend to focus on indicators of instability and
weakness. With few exceptions, most social scientists
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continue to portray Black families as disorganized,
pathological and disintegrating. This preoccupation with
pathology in most research on Black families has obscured some
fruitful avenues of investigation. We contend that examining
the strengths of Black families can contribute as much toward
understanding and ameliorating social problems as examining
their weaknesses.
In the final analysis of the evolution of the African
American family, it seems that it has evolved into something
that was there all along, the female-headed household. The
number of these types of families has risen as previously
documented. It is not necessarily an automatic setback, but
it is a challenge for the future.
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CHAPTER III
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND HYPOTHESES
Given the overall condition of African Americans, the
emergent increase in adolescent pregnancy and parenthood is
intensifying an already deteriorating situation. According to
Census data, 63,000 African American children (6% of all
African American children) were living in households main
tained by a head under 20 years old. Of these 63,000
children, 83% were living in female-headed households. Given
the generally poor economic conditions of teenage parents,
these children face a less than auspicious start to their
lives in terms of the ability of their parents to satisfy the
requirements of family developments and transformation
(Goddard and Cavil, 1989).
As it pertains to the topic of adolescent parenting in
the African American community, the guiding theory of this
thesis is the conflict theory. This theory is centered around
the studies of Karl Marx, Georg Simmel and Max Weber.
According to Karl Marx there are 4 basic assumptions which
encompass this school of thought (Turner, Beeghley and Powers,
1989), including:
1. All social systems reveal inequalities in the distribution
of scarce and valuable resources.
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2. Such inequalities inevitably and inexorably create
conflict of interests among system units.
3. Such conflicts of interest will, over time, generate overt
conflict among those who possess, and those who do not
possess, valuable resources.
4. These conflicts will result in reorganization of the
social system, creating new patterns of inequality that
will serve as the next fulcrum for conflict and change.
Most modern conflict theories employ these assumptions
and then seek to develop models and principles for specifying
the conditions under which inequalities lead to varying forms
of conflict and social change (Turner, Beeghley and Powers,
1989) .
The conflict theory applies to the phenomenon of
adolescent parenting in that it is not a parochial perspective
that focuses on one process; it takes progress to the center
of sociological inquiry and allows visualization of how and
why patterns of sociological organization are created,
maintained and changed (Turner, Beeghley and Powers, 1989).
More specifically the purpose of this thesis is to study how
the phenomenon of adolescent parenting in the African American
community has evolved. The study of the surrounding entities
of African American adolescents through the use of existing
sources shows how the social organization of the phenomenon
was created and is being maintained. The changes in attitudes
of adolescents concerning school, parents, family and future
goals and aspirations show how the conflict models' position
on change mirrors what is taking place in society. According
to Turner, Beeghley and Powers (1989), conflict is inevitable
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when there is a lack of clear leadership, unifying symbols,
networks of communication and articulation of interests. All
of the aforementioned attributes directly relate to the
hypothesis within this thesis in the following ways:
1. Due to the documented inability for adolescent parents to
complete high school, among other reasons a lack of
leadership was evident. Many of the teen mothers were
born to teen mothers.
2. A breakdown in communication also played a great role.
Clergy and educators no longer have a running dialogue
with many adolescents who are at the crossroads.
3. Lastly, the lack of articulation of interests also seemed
to be a stumbling block for the modern adolescent. At a
time in society when many adolescents who have any
specific interests at all choose non-productive interests,
a true articulation of goals and aspirations is sorely
needed.
The subject of values plays a great role in how
adolescent parenting is adapted to the Value Conflict model.
Conflict theorists view the mass acceptance of values as a
form of cultural tyranny that promotes political conservatism,
inhibits creativity, and gets people to accept their lot
because they believe in the system rather than joining with
others to try and change it. Thus, conflict theorists believe
that slavish devotion to society's values inhibits necessary
social change. Moreover, American values are assumed by
conflict theorists to be the actual source of social problems
such as crime, conspicuous consumption, planned obsolescence,
the energy crisis, pollution and the artificial creation of
winners and losers (Eitzen and Zinn, 1978). Just as it was
the norm, many years ago, for teenage girls to wed and bear
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children, according to some conflict theorists, perhaps those
norms are returning to today's society.
Research Questions
The analysis of the literature addressed the following
questions:
la. What are the general statistics on African American
adolescent parents? lb. Who is at risk?
2. What part do the parents of these African American
adolescent parents play?
3a. What are the types of relationships between African
American adolescent parents? 3b. How do their
relationships affect the rearing of the child?
4. How does early parenthood affect their education, and
socio-economic status?
5. What is the history of the African American family as it
relates to the evolution of adolescent parenting?





The method used for this thesis is a secondary analysis
of existing data sets on adolescent parenting. These data
were collected by the U.S. National Center for Health
Statistics and Center for Disease Control. Other U.S.
government sources were also utilized, including data gathered
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
Operationalization of Variables
The independent variables in this study include the
following: age, gender, education, socio-economic status,
contraception, and parental involvement. The dependent
variables are adolescent pregnancy, adolescent parenting and
adolescent sexuality. The variables are operationalized as
follows:
Independent Variable operationalization
1. age adolescent 12 - 19
2. gender male or female
3. education level completed
4. socio-economic status low, middle, upper income
5. contraception any measure taken to avoid
pregnancy




1. adolescent pregnancy pregnancy between the
ages of 12 - 19
2. adolescent parenting childbearing between the
ages of 12 - 19
3. adolescent sexuality youths between the
ages of 12 - 19 who are
sexually active
Techniques of Analysis
The technique of analysis used in this thesis is the
comparative analysis of existing data on adolescent parenting
in the African American community and the factors which
surround and impact the phenomenon.
Existing statistics can very often provide a historical
or conceptual context within which to locate original
research. Existing statistics can also provide main data for
a social scientific inquiry (Babbie, 1992). The various
sources of existing statistics which were used in this project
include books, periodicals, federal government documents, and
private agency studies. An explanation of the limitations
involved in using existing statistics will be considered in
the Discussion section of this thesis.
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Discussion
The findings which will be presented in the analysis of
data should help to point out trends which have occurred in
the phenomenon of adolescent parenting in the African American
Community. In the recognition of these trends, programs and
ideas which exist may be altered to fit new trends.
The analysis of the data for the purpose of this thesis
serves as an illustration of the statistics on the subject.
This will provide the needed information to then choose a path
of new ideas and policies concerning the problem. The more
recent the analysis of data, the more accurate the assessment
of needed change will be for useful knowledge of the topic.
As it relates to this thesis, the factors which were studied
together in this phenomenon are usually studied separately in
the literature. The joining of these topics could show more
exclusively underlying factors which effect adolescent
parenting.
The conceptual framework chosen for this thesis only
serves to outline the roles of various parts of society.
However, it does not serve to pigeonhole any particular role
or tradition within society.
Since the data used were gathered from existing sources,
not primary data, the limitations involved were ensuring that
adequate data had been gathered.
Equal attention has been given to all areas that were
covered to alleviate some of the above mentioned limitations.
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For example, each of the social systems, listed within this
thesis such as the family, the schools, and government, was
researched separately and given equal consideration in the
analysis of choosing existing literature.
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Implications
It was evident throughout the review of literature for
this research that one contention was shared by most
theorists. In order for change to be substantial, the
government and the communities must get involved in
implementing programs for prevention of early parenthood.
According to Badger and Burns (1980), most programs for
adolescents focus on service during pregnancy, later parenting
skills, and contraceptive information, rather than on
prevention of the first pregnancy. Few programs include the
father or the families of the teen mother and father
(Hendricks, 1983). Sex education in the schools would seem to
be the ideal place to prevent first pregnancies. But this
idea has always met with much opposition from parents.
The Black teen parenting program, was developed by the
Institute for the Advanced Study of Black Family Life and
Culture, and offers a framework for the structure and
techniques that all African American parents need to be well
rounded caregivers. This program showed a very promising
success rate.
Aside from the legitimate and positively functioning
programs for adolescent mothers, also researched were those
programs whose true agenda were questioned. These programs
were questionable because the goals could have been genocide,
or growth control of a particular race. For example, from
time to time, African American writers, spokespersons and
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orators have argued that Whites were attempting to limit the
growth of the African American population or even exterminate
Negroes. Marcus Garvey warned that unless Blacks organized
themselves, they might suffer the same fate at the hands of
the White race as had the American Indians. Spokesmen for the
Black Muslim Movement, among others had condemned the
expansion of the government's efforts to provide birth control
services in the ghetto areas within the U.S. and to less
developed nations in Africa and urged that this was a kind of
genocide. This opinion was not universally shared. Both
W.E.B. Dubois and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. observed the
poverty and health problems of many African Americans and
expressed the view that the practice of birth control would
allow many African Americans to improve their lot and better
care for their children (Farley, 1971).
It seemed that many African American theorists questioned
the motives of the government to get involved in this
phenomenon. The 1960's witnessed increased adolescent
pregnancy as a social problem. The legal status of the child
and concomitant moral dilemmas no longer concerned social
planners as much as did the contribution of adolescent
parenthood to the poverty cycle (Franklin, 1989). This could
have caused further alienation for these teens. Also,
residing in a racially unbalanced residence in the
inner-cities, being female, or starting poor in life all
contribute to a real restriction of available opportunities.
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African American adolescent females from the inner city have
all these strikes against them. This serves as a partial
explanation for their higher out-of-wedlock birthrates.
Further, if it is understood that poverty contributes to the
problem of adolescent pregnancy, social policies must be
simultaneously reorganized and programs reconstructed to
address the specific needs of these communities. According to
Geronimus (1991), the evidence does suggest that earnest
consideration be given to redirecting intervention efforts
meant to reduce poverty and minimize its negative effects on
health and well-being of infants, children and families. It
is essential to recognize that if a direct causal link between
teen childbearing and these social problems does not exist, it
is not because poor teens face ideal circumstances for
childbearing, or that poor children and families lead a
romantic existence. An improved service delivery system to
all low-income adolescents that address prevention issues
would do more to decrease the adolescent birth rate and other
problems that effect this target group, while enhancing their
life opportunities (Franklin, 1989).
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CHAPTER V
PRESENTATION OF THE DATA
Statistics Concerning African American Adolescent Mothers
The following passage summarizes a statistical review of
adolescent childbearing in the United States. The data for
this section were obtained from the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation, "A State by State Look at Childbearing in the
U.S.." It specifically covers various aspects of adolescent
childbearing in the United States. A portion of the
statistics is race specific; however, sections on abortion and
adoption are not. Specific discussion of the statistics will
be provided in the section, "Analysis of the Data."
Young women under age 20 in the United States had
488,941 babies in 1988, compared with 562,330 in
1980 and 656,460 in 1970, a 26% decline between 1970
and 1988. The number of births to women over age 20
in the United States increased by 11% between 1970 and
1988.
The number of non-marital births to teens in the
United States rose from 199,906 in 1970 to 271,801 in
1980 and 322,406 in 1988, a 61% decrease between 1970
and 1988. Among women 20 and older, the number of
non-marital births rose by 226% between 1970 and 1988.
Of all mothers in the United States having their first
child in 1988, 23.5% were teenagers. Among whites,
20.2% of all first births occurred to teens. Among
blacks, 41.7% of all first births occurred to teens.
In 1988, teens1 14 and younger had 10,588 babies in
the United States; 94% were outside marriage. Of all
births to teens in the United States in 1988, 76.9%
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were first births; 23.1% were second or
later births.
The most recent data available on birth rates and on
pregnancy and abortion are for 1985. In 1985, 11.0%
of young women aged 15-19 in the United States became
pregnant, with a birth rate of 51 births per 1,000
teens 15-19. Among white teens, there was a birth
rate of 43 births per 1,000 white females 15-19.
Among nonwhite teens, there was a birth rate of 90
births per 1,000 nonwhite females 15-19.
The abortion rate in the United States increased
2% between 1980 and 1985, from a rate of 43 abortions
per 1,000 females 15-19 in 1980 to 44 abortions per
1,000 females in 1985. In 1985, 40.4% of pregnancies
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TABLE IX - CONTINUED
Of all first births to mothers of all ages,
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* Source: A State By State Look At Teenage Childbearina in the
U.S.. Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, 1991.
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Statistics Concerning African American Adolescent Fathers
The following passages summarize a statistical review of
Adolescent Fathers. The passages were taken from three
articles concerning adolescent fathers, and the statistics in
Table 9 are provided by the Institute for Urban Affairs,
Howard University, 1982. The information on the subject of
adolescent fathers is quite scarce. This makes a presentation
of the data very limited in content. Further specific
discussion of the statistics on adolescent fathers will be
given in the "Analysis of the Data."
The exact number of teenage fathers is unknown because
many mothers refuse to identify the father and in the
past his age has not been a statistic of common
interest. Numerous studies indicate, however, that
most males who father children by adolescent mothers
are two or three years older than the mother. Pannor
(1971), in the landmark study, found that most
unmarried mothers were under the age of 19, whereas
fathers were generally older adult men between the
ages of 20 and 29. Other reports suggest that most
young fathers are in their late teens or early
twenties (Leashore, 1976).
Young fathers in their late teens and early
twenties are responsible for 1.1 million pregnancies
annually. Separating the teen years from the
twenties, the numbers are still high. During 1981,
for example, there were more than 129,336 live births
fathered by males less than 20 years of age (Robinson,
1988). This number is probably low since it does not
include those teen fathers whose ages were omitted
from birth registration forms. It has been suggested
by some authorities that one teenage boy in ten to
twenty will father a premarital pregnancy (Elster and
Panzarine, 1983a).
Since nationwide statistics on the topic of adolescent
fathers are unavailable, the statistics used reflect various
studies done in major cities across America, by the same
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scholar. Leo Hendricks studied African American adolescent
fathers in separate settings. These separate studies have
been compiled to give a more thorough view of adolescent
fathers in the United States.
Table X
Select Socio-Demographic Traits of Twenty
Unwed Adolescent Fathers of Tulsa
Average Age of Unwed Father
at Birth of His First Child 17.8
Father present in the home 65%
Percent who have unwed sisters
who are mothers 40%
Percent who have unwed brothers
who are fathers 35%
Subjects themselves born
out-of-wedlock 25%
Select Socio-Demographic Traits of Twenty-Seven
Unwed Adolescent Fathers of Chicago
Average Age of Unwed Father
at Birth of His First Child 17.2
Father present in the home 56%
Percent who have unwed sisters
who are mothers 44%
Percent who have unwed brothers




TABLE X - CONTINUED
Select Socio-Demographic Traits of Forty-Eight
Unwed Adolescent Fathers of Columbus
Average Age of Unwed Father
at Birth of His First Child 16.6
Father present in the home 60%
Percent who have unwed sisters
who are mothers 52%
Percent who have unwed brothers
who are fathers 35%
Subjects themselves born
out-of-wedlock 27%
Select Socio-Demographic Traits of Thirty-Eight
Unwed Adolescent Fathers of Washington D.C.
Average Age of Unwed Father
at Birth of His First Child 18.2
Father present in the home 34%
Percent who have unwed sisters
who are mothers 53%
Percent who have unwed brothers
who are fathers 47%
Subjects themselves born
out-of-wedlock 37%
* Source: Institute for Urban Affairs and Research, Howard
University, 1982.
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Statistics Concerning Parents of
African American Adolescent Mothers
The following passage will highlight the parents of
adolescent mothers. This topic is moderately documented in
comparison to the topic of adolescent fathers. The passage
was extracted from the book Adolescent Mothers in Later Life.
The statistics for this section were taken from the book The
Black Family; Essavs and Studies. Further specific discussion
of the statistics on parents of adolescent mothers will be
discussed in the section, "Analysis of the Data."
The mothers are not the only adult family members in
the child's social network. Other relatives,
especially grandmothers, husbands, and boyfriends, were
important members. But the mother was a central figure
in the child's life, and we expected that her life path
would strongly influence the child's environment. We
focused on four crucial aspects of the mother's
unfolding life course: her economic, marital,
educational and fertility status. Each status has
potential implications for the child. The central
question, then, is whether these statuses influence the
child and whether their impact is the same in early















Family Background Data by Race and Parenting status
African American White
mothers mothers
Relationship between parent and






married, living with spouse
widowed, divorced, separated
never married
Percent of family receiving AFDC 63% 61%
Parents' education






Parents' time in labor force for
past 3 years,
all of the time
most of the time
some of the time
none of the time
* Source: Lorraine Mayfield. The Black Family/Essays and






















Analysis of the Data
African American Adolescent Mothers
The data extracted from the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation's report on adolescent parenting are concise and
reasonably thorough. Statistics on adoption and abortion are
seldom race specific. This is also true for this particular
set of statistics. The study reported a state-by-state
analysis of teenage childbearing throughout the United States.
The statistics on adolescent mothers are illustrated by
age and race over the period of 1980 to 1988. The first set
shows the number of Black and White mothers' total births by
age. Clearly the numbers grew in 1988 to approximately
300,000 births more than in 1980. In the section illustrating
the percent of births to females under age 20 that occurred
outside of marriage, across all races this number grew
greatly. This shows the gradual increase of unmarried
adolescent mothers, with a rise of almost 20% in only eight
years. When these statistics are analyzed by race African
American teens have a disproportionately high number of
pregnancies in comparison to White teens, however, White teen
pregnancies are also on the rise. When looking at the overall
national percent of pregnancies age 15-19 there was very
little growth over a five year period.
According to the Mott Foundation (1991), abortions grew
only a tenth of a percent in five years, from 4.4 to 4.3%
nationally. The number of abortions decreased in 1985 from
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1980 by almost 50,000. On the other hand, the percent of
pregnancies to females under age 20 ending in abortions in
1985 grew only 1% from 1980.
As stated earlier, overall this study gave a thorough
analysis of Adolescent Childbearing in the United States. It
was overwhelmingly apparent that the Southern region had an
enormous difference in birth rates in comparison with other
regions of the country. The states with the highest
birthrates among teens were Mississippi, Louisiana, Georgia,
Arkansas and Texas. The states with the lowest birthrates
were Connecticut, New Hampshire, Iowa, Massachusetts and
Minnesota. These conditions may reflect an economic
difference in regions.
As it relates to the African American community,
adolescent pregnancy is on a steady increase. The largest
group is the 18-19 year old cohort.
54
African American Adolescent Fathers
The data on adolescent fathers are virtually non
existent. However, the available data were typically non-race
specific. In researching African American adolescent fathers
in particular, one scholar pioneered the path in this area.
Professor Leo Hendricks dominates the literary area of African
American Adolescent Fathers. Regrettably none of the data
supported a comprehensive study. All of the data were broken
into separate studies of major cities.
Unlike their female counterparts, the young men, overall,
did not become fathers until the ages of 16-18. These young
men did not bear the burden of carrying the child or in most
cases raising it, however, they have other issues which hinder
them as well. Such issues are hinderance of educational
attainment, and employment problems. Among those individuals
studied, 50-60% had the presence of a father in the home.
Approximately 30-60% of these teen fathers had brothers and
sisters who were teen parents as well.
As stated earlier, the name of the father is not
mandatory on the birth certificate, therefore, the numbers
cannot be accurately listed nationwide. Another very
important fact is that more men over age 20 impregnate teenage
females than do teenage males. This will further skew the
outcome when studying adolescent fathers.
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Parents of African American Adolescent Mothers
The parents of pregnant adolescents play many roles.
Parenting by example seems to be the overwhelming theme of all
reviewed literature. The data given in the book, The Black
Family, illustrated various ways a parent can influence an
adolescent. An overwhelming 85% of the pregnant teenagers
lived with their mothers. The parent of the pregnant
adolescent in 63% of the cases was either widowed, divorced
or separated. There was also a large participation in
government programs, little educational attainment and low
participation in the labor force. These factors were thought
to be passed down generation after generation. Little was





Adolescent pregnancy is an epidemic across all racial
barriers, but in the African American community it is
especially critical. African American adolescents have a
disproportionate number of pregnancies in comparison to
Whites. This adds to all other minority social problems with
respect to the patterns of adolescent births in this country,
the southern region by far has the highest numbers. The
northeast region has the lowest numbers. These polarizations
by region could be affected by the number of abortions in a
particular region.
Some of the attitudes and determinants of adolescent
pregnancy are the same. One example would be that such a high
percentage of homes are headed by single mothers. Socio-
economic status, environment and educational level play a
major role in African American Adolescent pregnancies.
The fact that adolescent pregnancy has had a slight
decline in the past 10 years, reflects society's attempts to
get involved in combating the problem.
The second most important factor of adolescent parenting
is the adolescent father. The literature tends to overlook
them because it is felt that they are either absent from their
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duties as a father, or if they are present, they are only
tangentially involved in the lives of their children. As
stated earlier, only about half of the males who impregnated
adolescents are adolescent themselves. Therefore, similar to
the determinants of adolescent pregnancy, African American
adolescent males also suffer from such factors as low socio-
economic status, and lack of education. This may contribute
to these young fathers1 lack of involvement with the mothers
of their children and the children themselves. Their role of
the caretaker has drastically changed over the years until it
is now virtually non-existent.
The attitudes of African American adolescents must change
in order for the issue of adolescent pregnancy to improve.
More importantly their attitudes must change in order to break
the cycle of the female-headed household, of which most are in
poverty.
Since most mothers of African American adolescents were
pregnant at an early age themselves, it seems that the legacy
has been passed on. The statistics in this section clearly
show patterns of very little education, very little
participation in the labor force, high numbers of female-
headed households and heavy participation in government
assistance programs. These can only serve to be strikes
against the parents themselves as well as their children.
Intervention programs can help to alleviate some of these
teenage pregnancies.
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It is obvious that educational attainment and socio-
economic status go hand-in-hand. African American adolescent
parents cannot afford not to finish, at least, high school.
In order to change the pattern of adolescent parenting and
poverty, society must offer a viable program for educational
attainment for adolescent parents. On the other hand, society
plays a negative role in adolescent parenting in its negative
stereotyping of young mothers. This not only hinders society
as a whole from encouraging these youth to excel, but also
deters them from the pursuit of excellence. It becomes too
easy for them to quit rather than persevere. It has been
shown earlier that the socio-economic status of the parents of
the pregnant teen, has been passed down from one generation to
the next; this leads from one generation of poverty to
another.
The adolescent father fared slightly better in the
attainment of jobs than their female counterparts, but their
socio-economic status tends to be the same. Because most
adolescent fathers were observed to be unemployed, vocational
counseling and training are areas which could help the
problem.
Adolescent parents cannot afford, to abandon their
education. Even though adolescent pregnancy is seen as a
setback, losing an education could make early parenthood a
permanent setback.
In conclusion, adolescent parenting in the African
59
American community has changed over the years because the
family structure and norms have changed over the past decade.
Some improvements seem to be in progress in the involvement of
African American adolescent fathers. The literature seems to
ignore the African American male as a parent; however, there
are few scholars who document specifically the plight of these
fathers. There is still a need for the family unit, in
whatever form it exists, to take further responsibility in the
personal lives of its children. The outside institutions such
as the church, school and government have a responsibility to
our youth, but not of the magnitude of the parents themselves.
Much has been learned by African American scholars on the
study of adolescent parenting; however, more study is needed
in determining the factors which specifically affect
adolescent parenting in the African American Community.
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